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§ 132. Departments of Library

The Library of Congress shall be arranged in
two departments, a general library and a law li-
brary.

(R.S. § 81.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. § 81 derived from act July 14, 1832, ch. 221, § 1, 4
Stat. 579.

§ 132a. Appropriations for increase of general li-
brary

The unexpended balance of any sums appro-
priated by Congress for the increase of the gen-
eral library, together with such sums as may
hereafter be appropriated to the same purpose,
shall be laid out under the direction of the Joint
Committee of Congress on the Library.

(R.S. § 82; Feb. 7, 1902, No. 5, 32 Stat. 735; Aug. 2,
1946, ch. 753, title II, § 223, 60 Stat. 838.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. § 82 derived from acts Apr. 24, 1800, ch. 37, § 5, 2
Stat. 56, and Jan. 26, 1802, ch. 2, § 6, 2 Stat. 129.

AMENDMENTS

1946—Act Aug. 2, 1946, changed composition of Joint
Committee. See section 132b of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1946 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act Aug. 2, 1946, effective Jan. 3, 1947,
see section 245 of that act, set out as a note under sec-
tion 72a of this title.

§ 132a�1. Obligations for reimbursable and re-
volving fund activities; limitation

Effective for fiscal years beginning with fiscal
year 1995, obligations for any reimbursable and
revolving fund activities performed by the Li-
brary of Congress are limited to the total
amounts provided (1) in the annual regular ap-
propriations Act making appropriations for the
legislative branch, or (2) in a supplemental ap-
propriations Act that makes appropriations for
the legislative branch.

(Pub. L. 103–69, title II, § 206, Aug. 11, 1993, 107
Stat. 706.)

§ 132a�2. Furniture, furnishings, and office and
library equipment; transfer of funds

(a) Transfer of funds
In addition to any other transfer authority

provided by law, during fiscal year 2001 and fis-
cal years thereafter, the Librarian of Congress
may transfer to and among available accounts
of the Library of Congress amounts appropriated
to the Librarian from funds for the purchase, in-
stallation, maintenance, and repair of furniture,
furnishings, and office and library equipment.
(b) Availability of funds

Any amounts transferred pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section shall be merged with
and be available for the same purpose and for
the same period as the appropriation or account
to which such amounts are transferred.
(c) Approval of Congress

The Librarian may transfer amounts pursuant
to subsection (a) of this section only with the

approval of the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and Senate.

(Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(2) [title II, § 209], Dec. 21,
2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A–114.)

CODIFICATION

Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 2001.

§ 132b. Joint Committee on the Library

The Joint Committee of Congress on the Li-
brary shall, on and after January 3, 1947, consist
of the chairman and four members of the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the Sen-
ate and the chairman and four members of the
Committee on House Oversight of the House of
Representatives.

(Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title II, § 223, 60 Stat. 838;
Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 205, Aug. 20, 1996, 110
Stat. 1742.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘House Oversight’’
for ‘‘House Administration’’.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Jan. 3, 1947, see section 245 of act
Aug. 2, 1946, set out as a note under section 72a of this
title.

MEMBER OF COMMITTEE WITH RESPECT TO FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET AND PROGRAM DEVELOP-
MENT

Pub. L. 106–554, § 1(a)(4) [div. A], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat.
2763, 2763A–195, provided: ‘‘That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, effective with the One Hundred
Seventh Congress and each succeeding Congress the
chair of the Subcommittee on the Legislative Branch
of the Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives shall serve as a member of the Joint
Committee on the Library with respect to the Library’s
financial management, organization, budget develop-
ment and implementation, and program development
and administration, as well as any other element of the
mission of the Library of Congress which is subject to
the requirements of Federal law.’’

§ 133. Joint Committee during recess of Congress

The portion of the Joint Committee of Con-
gress on the Library on the part of the Senate
remaining in office as Senators shall during the
recess of Congress exercise the powers and dis-
charge the duties conferred by law upon the
Joint Committee of Congress on the Library.

(Mar. 3, 1883, ch. 141, § 2, 22 Stat. 592; Aug. 2, 1946,
ch. 753, title II, § 223, 60 Stat. 838.)

AMENDMENTS

1946—Act Aug. 2, 1946, changed composition of Joint
Committee. See section 132b of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1946 AMENDMENT

Amendment by act Aug. 2, 1946, effective Jan. 3, 1947,
see section 245 of that act, set out as a note under sec-
tion 72a of this title.
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§ 134. Incidental expenses of law library

The incidental expenses of the law library
shall be paid out of the appropriations for the
Library of Congress.

(R.S. § 83.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. § 83 derived from act July 14, 1832, ch. 221, § 3, 4
Stat. 579.

§ 135. Purchase of books for law library

The Librarian shall make the purchases of
books for the law library, under the direction of
and pursuant to the catalogue furnished him by
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

(R.S. § 84.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. § 84 derived from act July 14, 1832, ch. 221, § 4, 4
Stat. 579.

§ 135a. Books and sound-reproduction records
for blind and other physically handicapped
residents; annual appropriations; purchases

There is authorized to be appropriated annu-
ally to the Library of Congress, in addition to
appropriations otherwise made to said Library,
such sums for expenditure under the direction of
the Librarian of Congress as may be necessary
to provide books published either in raised char-
acters, on sound-reproduction recordings or in
any other form, and for purchase, maintenance,
and replacement of reproducers for such sound-
reproduction recordings, for the use of the blind
and for other physically handicapped residents
of the United States, including the several
States, Territories, insular possessions, and the
District of Columbia, all of which books, record-
ings, and reproducers will remain the property
of the Library of Congress but will be loaned to
blind and to other physically handicapped read-
ers certified by competent authority as unable
to read normal printed material as a result of
physical limitations, under regulations pre-
scribed by the Librarian of Congress for this
service. In the purchase of books in either raised
characters or in sound-reproduction recordings
the Librarian of Congress, without reference to
the provisions of section 5 of title 41, shall give
preference to nonprofit-making institutions or
agencies whose activities are primarily con-
cerned with the blind and with other physically
handicapped persons, in all cases where the
prices or bids submitted by such institutions or
agencies are, by said Librarian, under all the
circumstances and needs involved, determined
to be fair and reasonable.

(Mar. 3, 1931, ch. 400, § 1, 46 Stat. 1487; Mar. 4,
1933, ch. 279, 47 Stat. 1570; June 14, 1935, ch. 242,
§ 1, 49 Stat. 374; Apr. 23, 1937, ch. 125, § 1, 50 Stat.
72; June 7, 1939, ch. 191, 53 Stat. 812; June 6, 1940,
ch. 255, 54 Stat. 245; Oct. 1, 1942, ch. 575, § 1, 56
Stat. 764; June 13, 1944, ch. 246, § 1, 58 Stat. 276;
Aug. 8, 1946, ch. 868, § 1, 60 Stat. 908; July 3, 1952,
ch. 566, 66 Stat. 326; Pub. L. 85–308, § 1, Sept. 7,
1957, 71 Stat. 630; Pub. L. 89–522, § 1, July 30, 1966,
80 Stat. 330.)

AMENDMENTS

1966—Pub. L. 89–522 amended section generally, ex-
tending availability of books and materials under this

section by authorizing their loan to other physically
handicapped residents, in addition to blind persons,
certified by competent authority as unable to read nor-
mal printed material as a result of physical limita-
tions.

1957—Pub. L. 85–308 authorized annual appropriation
of necessary sums in lieu of provisions which limited
annual appropriation to $1,125,000, and struck out limi-
tation of $200,000 on amount of appropriated funds to be
expended annually for books in raised characters.

1952—Act July 3, 1952, included children within its
provisions as well as adults.

1946—Act Aug. 8, 1946, increased annual appropriation
from $500,000 to $1,125,000.

1944—Act June 13, 1944, increased annual appropria-
tion from $370,000 to $500,000, the amount allocated to
sound-reproduction records from $250,000 to $400,000,
and struck out provision allocating $20,000 to mainte-
nance and replacement of Government-owned reproduc-
ers.

1942—Act Oct. 1, 1942, substituted ‘‘$370,000’’ for
‘‘$350,000’’, and inserted clause at end of first sentence
relating to expenditure of not exceeding $20,000 for
maintenance and replacement of reproducers for sound-
reproduction records.

1940—Act June 6, 1940, substituted ‘‘$350,000’’ for
‘‘$275,000’’ and ‘‘$250,000’’ for ‘‘$175,000’’.

1939—Act June 7, 1939, inserted last sentence.
1937—Act Apr. 23, 1937, substituted ‘‘$275,000’’ for

‘‘$175,000’’ in two places and ‘‘$175,000’’ for ‘‘$75,000’’.
1935—Act June 14, 1935, substituted ‘‘$175,000’’ for

‘‘$100,000’’ and inserted provision that $100,000 of the
$175,000 annual appropriation be expended for books in
raised characters and the balance for sound-reproduc-
tion records.

1933—Act Mar. 4, 1933, inserted ‘‘published either in
raised characters, on sound-reproduction records, or in
any other form’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1957 AMENDMENT

Section 2 of Pub. L. 85–308 provided that: ‘‘This Act
[amending this section] shall be applicable with respect
to the fiscal year ending June 30, 1958, and for each fis-
cal year thereafter.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1946 AMENDMENT

Section 2 of act Aug. 8, 1946, provided: ‘‘This Act
[amending this section] shall be applicable with respect
to the fiscal year ending June 30, 1947, and for each fis-
cal year thereafter.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1944 AMENDMENT

Section 2 of act June 13, 1944, provided: ‘‘This Act
[amending this section] shall be applicable with respect
to the fiscal year ending June 30, 1945, and for each fis-
cal year thereafter.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1942 AMENDMENT

Section 2 of act Oct. 1, 1942, provided: ‘‘This Act
[amending this section] shall be applicable with respect
to the fiscal year ending June 30, 1943, and for each fis-
cal year thereafter.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1937 AMENDMENT

Section 2 of act Apr. 23, 1937, provided that: ‘‘This Act
[amending this section] shall be applicable with respect
to the fiscal year ending June 30, 1938, and for each fis-
cal year thereafter.’’

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 135b of this title;
title 17 section 121; title 39 section 3403.

§ 135a�1. Library of musical scores, instructional
texts, and other specialized materials for use
of blind persons or other physically handi-
capped residents; authorization of appropria-
tions

(a) The Librarian of Congress shall establish
and maintain a library of musical scores, in-


